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the English church. They realized the theory which
we have now been faintly tracing. Look to their
writings, and you will find that their thoughts and
affections had been much exercised in habitual views
of the blessed Jesus. Thus they used the required
means. What were the effects? Persecution and
distress, degradation and contempt in vain assailed
them—all these evils served but to bring their affec-
tions into closer contact with their object; and not
only did their love feel no diminution or abatement,
but it rose to all the exigences of the occasion, and
burned with an increase of ardour; even when brought
forth at last to a cruel and ignominious death, they
repined not at their fate; but rather rejoiced that
they were counted worthy to suffer for the name of
Christ. The writer might refer to still more recent
times, to prove the reality of this Divine principle.
But lest his authorities should be disputed, let us go
to the apostles of our Lord; and while, on a cursory
perusal of their writings, we must acknowledge that
they commend and even prescribe to us the love of
Christ as one of the chief of the Christian graces;
so, on a more attentive inspection of those writings,
we shall discover abundant proofs, that they were
themselves bright examples of their own precept;
that our blessed Saviour was really the object of
their warmest affection, and what He had done and
suffered for them, the continual subject of their
grateful remembrance.
sect. III.—Inadequate Conceptions concerning the
Holy Spirit"s Operations.
the disposition so prevalent in the bulk of nomi-
nal Christians, to form a religious system for them-
selves, instead of taking it from the word of God, is
strikingly observable in their scarcely admitting, ex-

